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CITY OF AUBURN

CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING

March 16, 2023   

5:00 PM
Council Chambers

Mayor:

Linda Blechinger

Council Member:
Peggy Langley 

Council Member:
Bob Vogel

Council Member:
Taylor Sisk

Council Member:     Jamie Bradley

City Staff in Attendance: Michael Parks, Chief Hodge, Staci Waters, Iris Akridge, Sarah McQuade, Bel Outwater, Jack Wilson.

Mayor Blechinger called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm. 

Item 1: Citizen Comments on agenda items 

Mayor Blechinger asked for any citizens comments for items on tonight’s agenda. The following individuals spoke regarding rezoning application AU04 004 Peachtree Packaging, Etheridge Road:  

Robert Yoe 1531 Wynfield Dr. Auburn, GA 30011

Rick Rockmore 1522 Oakleaf Dr. Auburn, GA 30011

Carol Morris 1765 Wynfield Ln. Auburn, GA 30011

Joseph Mitch 317 Wyngate Rd Auburn, GA 30011

Robert Sargent 1525 Wynfield Dr. Auburn, GA 30011

Mayor Blechinger thanked everyone for coming out and for their remarks. She noted that Mayor and Council members also received emails with concerns regarding the rezoning and those emails are reviewed and taken into consideration. If there are others that would like to send emails, they can send to planning department, and they will forward to council.

Item 2:  2023 Library Week Proclamation         
Bel Outwater presented.       

Bel Outwater requested the Council to approve April 23 through April 29th as Library Week in the City of Auburn. The library will have events planned for residents to attend.

-placed on April 6, 2023, Council Business Consent Agenda
Item: AU04 004- Peachtree Packaging- rezoning application                  
Sarah McQuade presented.      

Sarah McQuade stated the applicant is requests to rezone the property from Agricultural (AG) & Light Manufacturing (M-1) to Light Manufacturing (M-1) for purpose of developing the site for the headquarters of Peachtree Packaging. The applicant proposes a 360,000 sq ft building which the company provides displays for businesses. Staff presented proposed conditions should the application be approved.  Planning Commission recommended denial of the application by a vote of 3-1. The attorney for Peachtree Packaging proposed alternative conditions at the Planning Commission that will be provided to Council. Council members asked questions of staff regarding the Application.
-placed on April 6, 2023, Council Business Agenda
Item 4:  Amendment to Republic Services agreement

Michael Parks presented a proposed amendment to the City’s Agreement with Republic Services for solid waste collection.  Michael explained the staff’s efforts to explore a variety of options to limit cost increases for citizens.  Republic indicates increasing costs and declining market for recyclables drive the costs proposed by Republic.  Since other haulers indicated that they cannot serve the City or that charges would be higher than those proposed by Republic, staff recommends approval of the Amendment with Republic Services.

-placed on April 6, 2023, Council Business Consent Agenda

Item 5: Update to comprehensive plan using NEGRC               
Michael Parks presented.

Michael Parks stated the City’s comprehensive plan update is due by October 31, 2023. The City will request public input on transportation, facilities, housing, future land use and economic development. Staff recommends using the company Northeast Georgia Regional Commission to administer the process at the cost of $7,500.
-placed on April 6, 2023, Council Business Agenda

Item 6: Restriping of Parks Mill Road              
Iris Akridge presented.

Iris Akridge recommends that Parks Mill Road restriped, and the right-of-way maintenance done to the shoulders of the road. Three (3) bids were received for improvements which the funding would come from roads. Iris recommends that the work be awarded to Ryals Brothers to perform the repairs, Latex striping, and ROW clipping, for $20,875.00. 
-placed on April 6, 2023, Council Business Agenda

Item 7: Safe Digging Month Proclamation #02-023               
Iris Akridge presented.

Iris Akridge presented a request for a proclamation to approve April 2023 as Safe Digging Month to coincide with the onset of peak digging season.

-placed on April 6, 2023, Council Business Agenda

Item: Short-Term Residential Rentals              
Jack Wilson presented.

Jack Wilson presented an ordinance amendment regarding residential short-term rentals. This amendment would require property owners to notify the City prior to placing housing units as a short-term rental and to obtain an annual permit to do so.  Owners would also be required to provide information for each guest which would include information on the noise ordinance and there would be a cap of 12 guests per unit.
-placed on April 6, 2023, Council Business Agenda

Item 9: Auburn 1612, LLC             
Sarah McQuade presented.

-for discussion only

Sarah McQuade stated that the applicant has met the requirements of the City Code regarding the plans presented.
-placed on the April 6, 2023, Council Business Agenda as a separate voting item.
ITEM FOR VOTING

Replacement of Library HVAC  
Iris Akridge presented.

Iris Akridge explained the need to replace the HVAC system in the library and presented three (3) bids for replacement of the Library’s HVAC units. Bob Vogel recommended R&S Heating & Air to replace the units in the amount of $69,750. Budget amendment will be submitted next month for this project. Motion by Bob Vogel, second by Peggy Langley. Motion passed unanimously. 

Item: Executive Session – Personnel and Pending Litigation

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to go into Executive Session for Personnel and Pending Litigation.        

Motion:
 Made by Council Member Sisk to go into Executive Session for Personnel and Pending Litigation.      

Seconded: By Council Member Bradley.        
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.  There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.

After Executive Session, the City attorney reported that during Executive Session, the Council met to discuss personnel and pending litigation matters.  There were no votes taken and no evidence received in the Executive Session.  The original affidavit and resolution have been signed and given them to staff to be included in the minutes of this meeting.

ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Blechinger meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________________

Staci Waters, Executive Assistant

Read and approved this           day of April 2023

_______________________________________

Mayor Linda M. Blechinger
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